


Open Education Week’s goal is to raise 
awareness about free and open educational 
opportunities that exist for everyone, 

everywhere, right now.

https://www.openeducationweek.org/page/what-is-open-education-week



What is Open Education?

Open education encompasses resources, tools and practices that employ a 
framework of open sharing to improve educational access and effectiveness worldwide.

Open is key; open allows not just access, but the freedom to modify and use materials, 
information and networks so education can be personalized to individual users or woven 
together in new ways for diverse audiences, large and small.

https://www.openeducationweek.org/page/what-is-open-education



Why Open Education?

Textbook costs should not be a barrier to education

Students learn more when they have access to quality materials

Technology holds boundless potential to improve teaching and learning

Better education means a better future

https://sparcopen.org/open-education



Why is Open Education Important?

https://www.openeducationweek.org/page/what-is-open-education

People want to learn. By providing free and open access to education and knowledge, we 
help create a world where people can fulfill this desire.

Anyone can access educational materials, scholarly articles, and supportive learning 

communities anytime they want to. Education is available, accessible, modifiable
and free.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/8100966908/



Open Educational Resources (OERs)
are…

any type of educational materials that are in the public domain or introduced with an 
open license. The nature of these open materials means that anyone can legally and 
freely copy, use, adapt and re-share them (UNESCO, n.d.).

UNESCO. (n.d.). What are open educational resources (OERs)? Retrieved from http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/open-educational-resources/what-are-open-educational-resources-oers/



Open is not just about “free” access to materials…it’s free plus permissions.

Retain – the right to make, own, and control copies of the content

Reuse – the right to use the content in a wide range of ways 

Revise – the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the content itself 

Remix – the right to combine the original or revised content with other open content to create 

something new 

Redistribute – the right to share copies of the original content, your revisions, or your remixes (Wiley, 2014)

Wiley, D. (March 4, 2014, March 4). The access compromise and the 5th R [Blog post]. Retrieved from https://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3221



https://www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/38088290601



https://www.openeducationweek.org/page/what-is-open-education-week

Schedule of 
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https://sparcopen.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/OER_Mythbusting_2017.pdf

OER Mythbusting
Open simply means free 
Fact: Open means the permission to freely download, edit and share materials to better 
serve students

All OER are digital 
Fact: OER take many formats, including print, digital, audio and more

“You get what you pay for” 
Fact: OER can be produced to the same quality standards as traditional textbooks



https://sparcopen.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/OER_Mythbusting_2017.pdf

OER Mythbusting
Copyright for OER is complicated  
Fact: Open licensing makes OER easy to freely and legally use

OER are not sustainable
Fact: Models are evolving to support the sustainability and continuous improvement of 
OER

My institution is not ready for OER
Fact: Any institution can start with small steps toward OER that makes an impact for 
students



Benefits for Faculty

Increase student retention by reducing costs

Assures academic freedom to modify or add content to your 
specifications

Extends your academic profile

Provides more relevant and engaging materials for your 
students



Benefits for Students

Low cost or free

Easy to find and access - - even before classes start

More customized and relevant





Reasons to use Open Educational 

Resources

1. Improve Student 
Learning



Reasons to use Open Educational 

Resources

2. Increase Access 
to Teaching and 
Learning Resources 



Reasons to use Open Educational 

Resources

3. Expand Access to 
Learning



https://www.openeducationweek.org/page/what-is-open-education-week
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Open Educational Practices (OEPs)

https://www.openeducationweek.org/page/what-is-open-education

“…support the (re)use and production of OER through institutional policies, 
promote innovative pedagogical models, and respect and empower learners as 
co-producers on their lifelong learning path” (Ehlers, 2011).



Open Pedagogy

It supports students in developing critical-
thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills.

It enables educators to expand their academic 
competencies, and create more collaborative, 
engaging learning experiences for students.

It helps to democratize teaching and learning.

https://tlp-lpa.ca/oer-toolkit/teaching





eCampusOntario.ca is the 

primary face of the Ontario Online 
Learning Consortium (OOLC), a not-
for-profit corporation, whose 
membership is composed of all 
publicly-funded colleges and 
universities in Ontario. It was created 
in 2015 as a portal for learners to find 
online and mostly online courses—
through browsing, searching by 
keyword, or filtering by institution 
and delivery format.

https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/ecampusontario-focus-and-history



Open Textbooks on the Web



Open Textbook Library
A collection for learners and educators alike.
The Open Textbook Library is a way for students to 

access free textbooks and academic materials. It’s 
both accessible and free, two factors that students
value at a time when traditional textbooks are costly 
and printed in limited quantity. All of the resources 
and textbooks in the Open Textbook Library can be 
downloaded for free and printed on demand for a 
minor fee.

https://www.ecampusontario.ca/open-education-resources



Use this Guide of 180+ open textbooks, 
listed by McMaster Faculty and 
Departments, to find course materials 
that might be suitable for students as 
required or optional/supplementary 
readings.



Advocating for Open Educational 

Resources
Focus on the Why – Focus on the problem OER can solve for your stakeholders.

Maintain Objectivity – Listen and maintain your position of why.

Engage the Engaged – Dedicate your early effort on those who are listening.

Reinforce the Change – Keep early adopters engaged through reinforcement.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/37843474794



https://www.openeducationweek.org/page/what-is-open-education-week
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In 2018 we asked McMaster 

students why Open 
Education was important 
to them… here’s what they 
said:


