


Open Access (OA) literature is digital, online, free of charge and free of 
most copyright and licensing restrictions. What makes it possible is the 
internet and the consent of the author or copyright-holder.

OA is entirely compatible with peer review and all the major OA initiatives 
for scientific and scholarly literature insist on its importance. Just as 
authors of journal articles donate their labor, so do most journal editors 
and referees participating in peer review.

OA literature is not free to produce, even if it is less expensive to produce 
than conventionally published literature. The question is not whether 
scholarly literature can be made costless, but whether there are better 
ways to pay the bills than by charging readers and creating access barriers. 
Business models for paying the bills depend on how OA is delivered.

https://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm



McMaster Event

Date: 
October 19, 2020
11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Presenter: 
Joanne Kehoe, Lead 
Educational Developer, 
Digital Pedagogy 
(MacPherson Institute)

Register here.

https://mcmaster.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkf-iqpzIjHtWj3YibJjpiNfKpQGFdv7uO


https://library.cit.ie/open-access-sources



https://www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/14270651836/



McMaster Event

Date: 
October 19, 2020
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Presenter: 
Danielle Dubien, 
Educational Developer 
(MacPherson Institute)

Register here.

https://mcmaster.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwvcuygrjwjG9MX4PiN8GqbrUkBwJiOqJXl


• More exposure for 
your work

• Practitioners can 
apply your findings

• Higher citation rates
• Your research can 

influence policy
• The public can access 

your findings
• Compliant with grant 

rules
• Taxpayers get value 

for their money
• Researchers in 

developing countries 
can see your work

https://aoasg.org.au/resources/benefits-of-open-access/



https://www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/37843474794 



McMaster Event

Date: 
October 22, 2020
10:30 am –11:30 am

Presenter: 
Zhen He, Assistant Professor 
(Economics)

Caitlin Mullarkey & Felicia 
Vulcu, Assistant Professors 
(Biochemistry & Biomedical 
Sciences)

Alex Peace, Assistant 
Professor (School of Earth, 
Environment & Society)

Register here.

https://mcmaster.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUudu-hrzkrHN2IxvTPjX4iU9rKFJ4iFLdL


OA Archives or repositories:

OA archives or repositories do not perform peer review, but simply make 
their content freely available to the world. They may contain unrefereed 
preprints, refereed postprints, or both.

Archives may belong to institutions, such as universities and laboratories, 
or disciplines, such as physics and economics.

Authors may archive their preprints without anyone else’s permission, and 
a majority of journals already permit authors to archive their postprints. 
When archives comply with the metadata harvesting protocols of the Open 
Archives Initiative, then they are interoperable and users can find their 
contents without knowing which archives exist, where they are located, or 
what they contain.

https://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm



MacSphere is 
McMaster’s 
Institutional 
Repository [IR].  
Its purpose is to bring 
together all of the 
university’s research 
under one umbrella, 
with an aim to 
preserve and provide 
access to that 
research.

https://aoasg.org.au/resources/benefits-of-open-access/



McMaster Event

Date: 
October 23, 2020
11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Presenter: 
Joanne Kehoe, Lead 
Educational Developer, 
Digital Pedagogy 
(MacPherson Institute)

Register here.

https://mcmaster.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrd-qorj8tGtdBRTpf5lMMDc33eBrWLawH


Option A: Publish in 
an Open access 
journal.

Option B: Publish in a 
subscription-based 
journal and upload 
your work to an OA 
repository.

Option C: Publish in a 
subscription-based 
journal with a paid 
open access option.

https://www.unisg.ch/universitaet/bibliothek/dienstleistungen/openaccess



OA Journals:

OA journals perform peer review and then make the approved contents 
freely available to the world. Their expenses consist of peer review, 
manuscript preparation and server space.

OA journals pay their bills very much the way broadcast television an radio 
stations do: those with an interest in disseminating the content pay the 
production costs upfront so that access can be free of charge for everyone 
with the right equipment. Sometimes this means that journals have a 
subsidy from the hosting university or professional society. Sometimes it 
means that journals charge a processing fee on accepted articles, to be 
paid by the author or the author’s sponsor [employer, funding agency].

https://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm



https://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm

12,200+ Open Access 
Journals

3.5 million+ Journal 
Articles 

13,000 + Open Access 
Books and Chapters

Goal is to increase 
discoverability 



https://library.uwinnipeg.ca/scholarly-communication/open-access-publishing.html








