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ÅHow to find and use industry codes 

ÅIdentify companies and competitors in 
your industry

ÅHow to find company information

ÅHow to track down market sharedata

ÅHow to find industry info

ÅCiteall the stuff you find

ÅGet more help!



Åa hierarchical numbering scheme
used to classify and organize
industries 

Åassigned to companies engaged in 
the same activity (regardless of size 
or type of ownership)

What is an 
Industry Classification Code?
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Hierarchical Arrangement
The longer the code number, the more specific the industry

311               Food Manufacturing [subsector]

3113             Sugar and Confectionary Product Manufacturing 
[industry group]

31134           Non-Chocolate Confectionary Manufacturing 
[industry]

311340        Non-Chocolate Confectionary Manufacturing 
[national industry]

31               Manufacturing [sector]



Codes Include Industry 
Description & Examples

311340     Non-Chocolate Confectionary 
Manufacturing 

This Canadian industry comprises establishments 
primarily engaged in manufacturing non-chocolate 
confectionary.  

Example(s):

Å candy (except chocolate), manufacturing

Å chewing gum, manufacturing

Åmarshmallows, manufacturing ...

Exclusion(s): 
Åroasting, salting, drying, cooking or canning nuts and     

seeds (see 311910 Snack food manufacturing)Χ



Codes Apply to All Types of Companies

5942   Retail Books

This industry includes 
both major companies 
like Indigo as well as local 
independent booksellers 
- because both entities 
are engaged in the same 
activity



Who Creates the Codes?

ÅCreated by government 
statistical agencies

ÅNo central agency 
assigns the codes to 
companies



Who Uses Industry Classification Codes?

ÅGovernment Policy 
Analysts

ÅAcademics & 
Researchers

ÅBusinesses

ïTo identify 
competitors

ïTo identify B2B 
targets 



Why are the Codes Created?

ÅTo overcome language 
barriers(use numbers 
instead of words) 

ÅTo provide precise and
official industry names 
and descriptions

ÅTo gather andcollate 
information on industries

ÅTo identify key competitors



TWOMost Common 
Industry Codes Used in Canada

ÅSIC (Standard Industry Classification)
ïUsually produced by and for a single country

ïCodes are only 4 digits long - not much detail

ïPoor coverage of new technology

ïNo longer updated

ÅNAICS (North American Industry 
Classification System)
ïJointly produced by Canada, U.S. and Mexico

ïCodes 6 digits long instead of 4 ςmore detail

ïMuch better coverage of new technology

ïUpdated every 5 years



Everyone must be using NAICS 
by nowΧright?

Reality:

ÅSome of the biggest 
names in competitive 
intelligence continue to 
use the old SIC codes.

ÅCosts too much money to 
switch research databases 
over to newer code



Bottom Line for COMM 2MA3 Students

ÅMust include both the 
CanadianSICand NAICS
codes in your reports

ÅMust find the relevant 
Canadian4-digit SIC 
and 6-digit NAICS codes 
for your industry 



How to find a Canadian SIC Code?

ÅOne PRINTcopy of the 1986 
CanadianSIC manual available 
in Referenceat Innis Library
ςNOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

ÅUse the 4 digit SIC code & 
description from this manual 
only

ÅUse the index at the back of the 
manual (manufacturing or non-
manufacturing) to locate your 
code and description



Example: Canadian SIC Manual

Step 1:
Look in the correct index at the back of the manual 

(manufacturingor non-manufacturing)

2082: Beer
(alcoholic beverage)



Step 2:
Look up the SIC code in the manual to get the definition 

& description of the industry

Example: Canadian SIC Manual

Formal industry name

2082 
SIC 

Code
4 digit 
level

Description of Industry



Canadian NAICS Code

ÅRevised every 5 years: 

ï2017 NAICS ISthe most 
recent edition

ÅUse the 6 digit NAICS code 
& descriptionfrom the 
2017 manual for your 
report . 



Finding a Canadian NAICS Code 

ÅONLINE version (HTMLor PDFformat) of 
2017 NAICS available through Statistics Canada:
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard
/naics/2017/index

ïBrowseindustries or searchfor keyword(s) to 
locate your industry code & description.

ÅPRINTED(PDF) copy of the 2017 NAICS manual is 

available in Reference at Innis Library.

ïUse the index at the back of the manual to find your industry 
code & description. 

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=307532
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/12-501-x/12-501-x2016001-eng.pdf
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/naics/2017/index


Step 1: Browse the classification structure for your industry. 
NOTE: Searching not currently supported.

Example: NAICS Canada Online 
HTML version via Statistics Canada

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=307532


Example: NAICS Canada Online

Step 2:
Drill down the structure until you find a relevant 6 digit code



Example: NAICS Canada Online

Step 3:
Review the definition & description of the industry 

(including exclusions)

312120 NAICS code 6 digit level & formal industry name  



Industry Names with a Superscript 
CAN, MEX, or US

ÅIt's okay to use a NAICS code which has a superscript
CAN, MEX or US. For example, 

ÅAll the codes are Canadian, but some are more 
comparable with the US and/or Mexico. 



WARNING:  Read carefully! 

ÅEXAMPLE ONE: Group wants to do shoe 
manufacturing, but select a code for shoe stores!

ÅEXAMPLE TWO: Group wants to do instant  coffee, 
but select a code for coffee beans (which excludes 
instant)

RESULT:Both groups submit 

incorrect codes AND incorrect 

lists of competitors! 



Can Your Group do a άPieceέ of a Code?

ÅNO, you must do the 
ENTIRE code

ÅEXAMPLE: 

ïYou canΩt do basketballs.έ  
You must do άSporting 
Goodsέ which includes 
basketballs, hockey sticks 
and fishing rods! 



Choosing the Right Industry 

ÅIndustry selected should be 
Business to Consumer (B2C)

ÅChoose an industry that will 
allow you to achieve the 
requirements of the second 
report (i.e., opportunity & 
threat  for 6 environments -
PESTEL)


