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Peace Studies 1B03E: Library Research 

Session Objectives

1. Scholarly vs. Non-scholarly sources

• Some characteristics

2. Finding books and other sources

• MORRIS 

3. Finding articles (scholarly journals)

• Databases for Peace studies, International 
relations

4. Evaluating Internet sources
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Scholarly sources

• Some characteristics

• Articles written by scholars/experts in a field of 
study

• Audience includes professors, researchers, college 
and university students 

• Publishers are professional organizations, 
universities, research institutions, scholarly presses

• Plain, black and white appearance; few ads

• Always include footnotes and bibliographies that 
cite the author’s research

Source: UBC Library
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Non-Scholarly sources

• Some characteristics

• Popular publications e.g. Magazines

• Contain articles written by journalists (who may 
lack subject expertise)

• Audience is the general public; articles more 
informal in tone and scope  

• Publishers are commercial, for-profit enterprises

• Glossy, with pictures, photographs

• Sources are rarely cited

Source: UBC Library
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Non-Scholarly sources

• Could also include 
• media/internet sources

• organizations including NGOs

• interest groups

• government publications
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What is MORRIS anyway?

• MORRIS is McMaster’s library catalogue

• Shows what the 4 libraries own

• Books 

• Government Publications

• Journals

• Magazines

• Maps, etc. 

• MORRIS does not include records for individual

chapters in books or individual articles
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Searching MORRIS

• You can search many different ways

• title

• author

• subject 

• keywords

• and more!
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Searching MORRIS by Title, Author

• Title

• Best for when title is known 

• No need to use capitals, initial articles

e.g. The global Cold War; enter as global cold war

• Author

• Use when author is known

• Think about phonebooks (last name, first)!

e.g. Michael Hopkins; enter as hopkins michael
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Searching MORRIS by Author

• Remember…an Author can also be a corporate body, 

government agency or department, organization 

(including NGO), etc.

e.g. Author united nations

Author Keyword(s) canada and foreign             

affairs

Author/Title Keyword(s) human rights 

watch and africa
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Searching MORRIS by Subject

• Subject 

• determine the “correct” heading; MORRIS helps by 

providing “See” references and “Related headings”

e.g. Ethnic cleansing See: Genocide

• Great for browsing; related subjects are usually 

grouped together in MORRIS and on the shelves!

• Click on the Subjects to redirect your search and find 

related books on a topic
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Searching MORRIS by Keyword(s)

• Five Keyword indexes 

• Best when only have partial information

• Can limit search to specific parts 

e.g. Title Keyword(s), Author/Title Keyword(s)

• Can create combinations of keywords or phrases

• Keyword(s) Anywhere – most powerful search 

with largest number of results (not necessarily all 

on your topic!)
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Searching by topic: Tips & Tricks

• Break your topic into 

keywords or phrases 

(main ideas)

• War against terrorism

• Combine keywords 

using ‘and’

• war and terrorism

• Think of synonyms

• war or conflict

• Add synonyms using 
‘or’

• Use brackets around 
synonyms 

• (war or conflict)
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Searching by topic: Tips & Tricks

• Use asterisk symbol * (truncation) to retrieve plurals 

and alternate endings e.g. terror* retrieves

• terror

• terrorism

• terrorist

• terrorists
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Searching by topic: Tips & Tricks

• Use quotations to search phrases                    

• “ethnic cleansing”

• “human rights”
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Searching by topic: Tips & Tricks

• Scholarly books are concerned with academic study, 

especially research. The are often

• edited (many articles and authors)

• published by University presses

• assigned the subjects collections or collected works

• Use the words collections, collected works, edited or 

editor in your search

e.g. Keyword(s) Anywhere genocide and edited



Peace Studies 1B03E: Library Research 

What does it all mean?

• MORRIS record includes

– Author(s) or Editor(s)

– Title (complete)

– Publisher

– Place of publication

– Year of publication

– Subjects



Peace Studies 1B03E: Library Research 

Save time!

• Check Current Location

• which library? which collection?

• use Book Location Guide to find the right floor

• Check Current Status

• Check shelf, Checked out, Reserve, Non-Circulating
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Articles defined

• Articles are published on an ongoing basis, in various 

sources such as:

– newspapers (daily)

– popular magazines (e.g. weekly)

– journals (e.g. monthly, quarterly)

– trade publications (e.g. weekly, bi-monthly)

– online only 
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Journals defined

• Journals are often “academic” or “scholarly” because the 

articles within them are:

– written by and for researchers/academics

– usually intended for an academic audience

– long, in-depth

– not filled with advertisements

• Scholarly journals always include references or 

bibliographies



Peace Studies 1B03E: Library Research 

Peer-reviewed defined

• Many, but not all, scholarly journals are also “peer-

reviewed” because the articles within them are

evaluated and examined by experts in the same field 

of study before publication to ensure

accuracy/credibility.

It is very reputable to have your article published in 

a peer-reviewed journal!
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How do you find these scholarly sources?

• To find articles within scholarly journals, you should 

start searching in databases!

• McMaster Library subscribes to 400+ online 

databases, covering many disciplines
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Databases

• Go to the “Databases” tab; select “Databases 

by Subject”
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Databases 

• Find Databases by Name (by Title or by Keyword)

e.g. Type social sciences abstracts
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Databases 

• Select “Social Sciences Abstracts” from Search Results
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Databases 

• Find Databases by SUBJECT

� BROAD SUBJECT SOCIAL SCIENCES

� SUBCATEGORY POLITICAL SCIENCE, SOCIOLOGY

• Select the Databases(s) from the “Results” list
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Suggested Databases

• JSTOR (Historical only)

• PAIS International (Scholars Portal)

• Peace Research Abstracts (Scholars Portal)

• Social Sciences Abstracts (Scholars Portal)

• Sociological Abstracts (Scholars Portal)
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Scholars Portal
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Searching Tips & Tricks 

• Use and to combine the main keywords and phrases; 

use quotes around phrases

• security and “post cold war”

• Use or to broaden your search (synonyms)

• (war or conflict)

• Use truncation (*) to retrieve plurals and different 

endings

• war* retrieves war, wars, warfare



Peace Studies 1B03E: Library Research 

Advanced Search

Try searching both                    and
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The “One Good Article” Strategy

• to focus your search

• find 1 good journal article

• select the tab for “Peer-Reviewed Journals”
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The “One Good Article” Strategy

• use words from descriptors (subjects) or authors 

to get related articles
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Now “get” the Article

• Look for a Full-Text link to “get” the article online

OR

• Look for                            to help you find the article, 

either online or in print (by searching MORRIS).
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E-Journal



Peace Studies 1B03E: Library Research 

Session Objectives

1. Scholarly vs. Non-scholarly sources

• Some characteristics

2. Finding books and other sources

• MORRIS 

3. Finding articles (scholarly journals)

• Databases for Peace studies, International 
relations

4. Evaluating Internet sources



Peace Studies 1B03E: Library Research 

Evaluating Internet sources

• Go to the “Web” tab; select “More Web Search 

Options”
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Evaluating Internet sources

• Scroll the “Search the Internet” page

• Go to “Evaluating Internet Resources”

• e.g. Widener
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Evaluating Internet sources

• Widener University

• Evaluate Web Pages
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Evaluating Internet sources

• Five criteria commonly used to evaluate 

web sites

• Accuracy

• Authority

• Objectivity

• Currency

• Coverage
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Evaluating Internet sources

• ACCURACY

• Are the sources cited/documented?

• Can you verify the legitimacy of the information 

and sources?

• Who is the author? Does he/she have the 

credentials to publish on the topic?
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Evaluating Internet sources

• AUTHORITY

• Who is the author? Are there signs of self-publishing? 

Blogs? Wikis? 

• Known in the field?

• Is there an “about” section that provides more info? 

(institutional affiliation, education, contact info, etc.)?

• Who links to this site? (Check Google Advanced 

search to find out)

• What is the domain?
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Evaluating Internet sources

• OBJECTIVITY

• What is the aim of the author in publishing the 

site?

• What’s the purpose of the site

• To advertise a service or product?

• Political?

• Sway opinion?

• Can you trust the author?
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Evaluating Internet sources

• CURRENCY

• What’s the “last updated” date on the site?

• Are the information and resources current?

• Are there broken links?
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Evaluating Internet sources

• COVERAGE

• Is the content of the site explored in-depth?

• Are there links to other sites of interest?

• Beware personal biases!
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Session Recap

1. Scholarly vs. Non-scholarly sources

• Some characteristics

2. Finding books and other sources

• MORRIS 

3. Finding articles (scholarly journals)

• Databases for Peace studies, International 
relations

4. Evaluating Internet sources
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Questions?

Remember to ask for help at any time in 

your research!


