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Resources for Built Environment Study

üAvailable at McMaster or online

üFire Insurance Plans

üCity Directories

üInternet resources

üToronto Public Library (Historicity)

üCity of Toronto (Heritage Buildings database)

üPostcard collections



Fire Insurance Plans and Atlases



Fire Area, 1904



Fire Area 1904, Detail



Fire Insurance Atlas: Sample 
plate



Fire Insurance Atlas: Index

plate numbersstreet names



FIPs Available for TO...
üMcMaster atlas original 1910 (Map Collection)

üMcMaster digital atlas versions 1884, 1890, 1899, 
1910 

ü1899 = link through Library catalogue

üToronto Public Library digital atlas versions 1884, 
1890, 1892, 1893, 1899, 1910 (Historicity)

üLibrary and Archives Canada (Archives search)



Finding FIPs at Library and Archives 
Canada website

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/

limit search to 

Archives only

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/


Finding FIPs at Library 
and Archives Canada 

website

search = fire insurance 

toronto, limited to ñMaps 

and cartographic materialò 

and Online = yes



Finding FIPs at Library and 
Archives Canada website

click Online to get 

the images

scroll down to 

Scope and content 

to get the

Index plate number 



City Directories

üStreet section

üName section

üBusiness section



City Directory: Example

street name

street number

cross street



City 
Direct
ory: 

Name
s and 
Occu
patio

ns

when you find a 

personal name in 

the street 

section...

check the name 

section for 

occupation 



City Directories Available for TO...
üMcMaster microfilm 1899-1952

üMost in the Map Collection

üSeveral years on Reserve for Geog 3MF3 (see 
Library Catalogue)

üMcMaster original 1912 (Map Collection)

üToronto Public Library digital versions 1797-1881 
(Historicity)

üInternet Archive 1900-1922

üOnline Historical Directories website 1900-1922



Finding City Directories on the 
Internet Archives website

http://www.archive.org/

search city directory toronto

http://www.archive.org/



