
Improve Your Research Skills

Using Electronic Indexes
To Find Academic

Journal Articles



What’s an Academic Journal?

• Something published repeatedly 
(weekly, monthly, quarterly)

• Something that contains separate 
articles (scholarly topics with 
bibliographies)

• Usually for an audience in a scholarly 
or professional field

• Articles have been peer-reviewed



What’s an Article?

• A short report within a journal or 
periodical

• Usually fresh, cutting-edge 
information because journals are 
published more quickly than books



Can I use the Library 
Catalogue?

• YES – to find out what Journals the 
Library has, what years and where 
they are

• and NO – the Catalogue does not 
include individual Articles within 
Journals  

use an Article Index instead



How do I find an
Article Index?

At the Library’s 
homepage, click on the 
Articles/Databases tab



Indexes by subject

To find indexes for a 
subject, click here



Index by name

If you know the name of 
the index, type it here



Results list

Results list gives a 
description of each index 

and a link



What’s in an Index?

• Citations to journal articles

• Sometimes citations to other kinds of 
things like books, government 
publications, maps, theses

• Sometimes the article itself (this is 
called “Full Text”)



What’s NOT in an Index?

• Inclusion in an index does not 
guarantee that you will find that 
article

• McMaster Library does not subscribe 
to every journal in the world

• And sometimes we have the journal, 
but not the issue you want



Just the facts…

• Type only the essential search words

• Do Not type:

The, And, In, Of, For, About …

And other useless things!



This example uses the index 
GeoBase…



Your results will look like this…



Look for these things…

Source – this is the title of 
the Journal, the volume 
and issue number, the 

date, and the page 
numbers where the article 

is found

Title of the 
article

Author



The Source is critical

• You need all this information to find an 
article in a journal

• And you also need it to write a correct 
reference to the article



To see if McMaster subscribes to 
this journal…

Click on



Getit results

Or check the Library 
Catalogue for paper 

journal

Full text article 
available directly 
from this index

Or request from 
another library 
(free service)



Click on 
“Abstract”

To see the full information
about the article…



This example uses the index 
Scholars Portal Search…

This tool searches many 

journal indexes at once



In Scholars Portal, use 
Advanced Search…

Advanced Search

Type your search terms and 

indicate where to find them



Choose Peer-Reviewed Journals

Click on the title to see more information 

about any article



Look for these things…

Abstract – is this 

article going to be 

useful to you?

Title of the articleAuthors

Source – this is the title of the 

Journal, the volume and issue 

number, the date, and the page 

numbers where the article is found



The Source is critical

• You need all this information to find an 
article in a journal

• And you also need it to write a correct 
reference to the article



Look for these things…To get the article,

click on the                  button 



Or check McMaster 

Library Catalogue 

for paper journal

Or request from 

another library

Full text journal available 

directly from any of 

these sources



Every Journal Publisher’s website looks 
different

Sometimes the link 

takes you direct to 

the right volume 

and issue

Look for a link that offers 

“Full text” or PDF or HTML 

version (it could be 

anywhere on the screen!)



Every Journal Publisher’s website looks 
different

Every Journal 

publisher’s website 

looks different

Look for a link that offers “Full 

Text” or PDF or HTML version 

(it could be anywhere on the 

screen!)



Every Journal Publisher’s website looks 
different

Sometimes the link 

takes you to a 

general site and 

you must select the 

right volume and 

issue

Then your Source 

information is important. 

Look for a link that allows 

you to choose the right 

volume and issue (it 

could be anywhere on 

the screen!)



Any questions…
Contact the Library

• In person or by phone

• By email or live chat at 

http://library.mcmaster.ca


