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Session Outline

ÅEarly cartography in Canada

ÅñProfessional mappingò

ÅGeographic Information Systems 
(GIS)

ÅWeb 2.0 and NeoGeography

ÅRole of the University Map Collection



Early Cartography in Canada

Munster 1540



A Quintal of Cod

Rasmusio 1606



Passage to the Orient

Du Val 1664



Explored Coast to Coast

McKenzie 1797



Were These ñProfessionalò Maps?



ñProfessional Mappingò

ÅWhat makes a map ñprofessional ò?

üGeographic professionals

üAuthoritative publisher

üHigh and consistent standards

üContent = reliability, accuracy, currency

üCartographic elements required to use

üBibliographic elements required to cite



Advent of ñProfessionalò Mapping

Topographic maps:
üCover the country in a 

mosaic (many sheets 
put together to make 
up a map of the whole 
country)

üAre very detailed
(some scales show 
every house)

üShow elevation
features by means of 
contour lines and spot 
heights



Early Topographic Mapping
in Canada

30M/5 1909



First Aerial Photography



Now Satellite Imagery



Printing Topographic Maps

ÅCopper engraving

ÅLithography

ÅPhotozincography

ÅOffset printing presses 

(each colour done separately)

ÅPhotographic printing from 
plastic sheets & aluminum 
plates

ÅPlot on demand



The GIS Revolution

ÅGIS = Geographic 
Information 
Systems

ÅCanadian invention 
mid 1980s

ÅVery powerful tool 
for all kinds of 
analysis about 
earth features



And the Base Data?



Government Repositioning

ÅGeospatial data as commodity

ÅGeoGratis and the liberation of digital 
topographic maps



Government Repositioning



The NetGen Students

ÅSome characteristics of ñDigital 
Nativesò:
üPreference for electronic environments

üStriving to be independent

üExtremely social

üVery creative

üActive involvement



Web 2.0

ÅFrom static     interactive, from 
viewing    modifying, from consumer                     

creator
ÅFor example: blogs, mashups, wikis, 

photo -sharing sites, social 
networking, etc.
ÅñUsers can own the data on a Web 

2.0 website and excise control over 
that data.ò



ñNeoGeographyò

ñé means ónew geographyô and 
consists of a set of techniques and 
tools that fall outside the realm of 
traditional GISé Neogeography is 
about people using and creating their 
own maps, on their own terms and 
by combining elements of an existing 
toolset.ò



Google Map Mashup



Google Map Mashup



geoGreeting



flickr



Google StreetView



Wikimapia


